
Dec 28, 2020 

My Brothers and Sisters in the St. Michael the Archangel Pastorate and especially to our beloved 
parishioners of Sacred Heart – the peace of Christ our Savior be with you today. 

As many of you have undoubtedly heard, today we suffered a fire at Sacred Heart in the Church building.  
Preliminary reports from the State Fire Marshal seem to point to an electrical fire above the ceiling and 
behind the wall in the basement of the Church building.  There does not seem to be any evidence of foul 
play at this time but rather a pure accident. 

We have met with and spoke with representatives from our insurance company today and we are 
beginning the process of putting the pieces back together and repairing the damage caused. 

We were very blessed to have a fire alarm system, which undoubtedly saved the church building.  For 
even when the first fire fighters arrived they had trouble, from the outside, even recognizing there was a 
fire, and I am told, if we had waited until someone noticed flames or smoke from the outside, the fire 
would have already been too large for the fire department to contain without likely suffering a total loss to 
our Church structure.  For this we are very thankful! 

We are also thankful for our very skilled and competent Remington Fire Department and the support they 
received from Wolcott and Rensselaer fire departments.  Their quick action saved Sacred Heart Church. 

I am thankful for Bishop Doherty for rushing out here this morning, and the support he has shown 
already.  I was with my family celebrating Christmas and was rushing back after I got the phone call from 
the alarm company, but I was not able to get back to Remington until the flames had been extinguished. 

We are beginning the rebuild and right now I do not have all the answers on that.  I know many people 
are asking me about Masses at Sacred Heart.  While the fire was able to be contained extent of the smoke 
damage and the true scope is still being determined.  I would like to have Masses back at Sacred Heart as 
soon as possible, but at least for the time being, we must be patient, while we inventory the damage and 
repair/replace the items necessary to say Mass, even Mass in the Fulcher Center. 

Thus, this Thursday’s Holy Day of Obligation Mass will be moved to Sts. Peter and Paul in Goodland, at 
the same time of 4:30pm ET (3:30ct), in addition Sunday Mass on Sunday, January 3rd, will be at Sts. 
Peter and Paul in Goodland at 8:30am ET (7:30am CT).  It is my desire to still have adoration until 
3:00pm ET on Sunday, as we pray, as a parish, for all that has taken place and in thanksgiving that no one 
was injured. 

Next week’s daily Masses will all take place at St. Augustine in Rensselaer.  Wednesday, January 6th 
Mass will be at 8:30am CT (note the time change) and Thursday, January 7th Mass will be at 5:30pm CT 
(note the time change) 

Fr. Bennett 


